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To the CUHK Alumni North California Association

Candy AU
Chung Chi, Law, Year 2011

I graduated from CUHK this summer and become an alumnus. Until recently, however, I
have not put much thought into what my responsibilities may be as a Chinese University alumnus.
My schoolmates and I have never talked about this issue. Our immediate concerns were to find jobs
and build our futures. But after I met the alumni from The Overseas Alumni Association of CUHK
in Northern California, I have told myself that I will strive to be as devoted and helpful as they are,
one day. This alumni group was like one big family. With graduation dates ranging from the
1960s all the way to the 2000s — along with families of the alumni — they went through troubles to
gather together and organize fun events to make sure their fellow CUHK students have the best time
while they are traveling or studying in California.

During my stay at UC Berkeley as a summer exchange student, I attended two large group
activities — Brentwood fruit-picking and Lake Elizabeth picnic. For the fruit-picking event, we
were led by our organizer Don to head for some very-cruel-cherry-invasion. It was very early on a
Saturday morning, and as I had never met these people before, I worried that I would not be able to
find them. I arrived a few minutes late, only to find a group of friendly people smiling and waving
at me. So I stepped forward and asked, ‘Hi is this the Chung Chi group?’ and the response was:
‘Oh I'm a United College guy, but yes you are in the right place, Chung Chi, United College, same
thing, same thing!” I was amazed that these alumni — some live two-hour drive away — all
voluntarily went out of their ways to pick us up here at Berkeley. I jumped into Audrey and Sum’s
car. They were such easy-going couple. We talked about the social security system, the culture
and the people in the US. After finding out that I was a law student and was interested in the US
legal system, Audrey was kind enough to offer to take me to the San Francisco law court for a tour
despite her busy working schedule. Sum taught me how to live economically and efficiently by
using coupons, and I thus gave him a nickname as the Master of Discount.

We swiftly arrived at the farm and started our cherry invasion journey. Our weapon would
be the massive buckets, knocking off the most ripe and the sweetest dark red cherry. The students
were having joyous moments as well as the alumni. Some climbed up a tall tree for the juiciest
batch of cherries. Some strategically aimed at the most popular tree which guaranteed the best
cherries production. Some alumni made funny comments and joked about the energetic kids born in
the 90s while some students sighed that they were born in the 80s and felt old but not quite as wise

as Gandalf the Grey. Some, well,

just took lots of photos. After an
[ hour or so, we met up with our
. victorious buckets full of cherries,
> walking out of the farm in slow
s - 4 motion as if we were in a movie
eoung CHlColiege, 18 Shinese uriversy of 208 52 KEg (the only non-movie element was

- Study ABrgg@Rrogramme that we had to pay for the chgryies
qimymer Study. Ak b ke B } of course). We also visited

—yniversity of O meiiia another farm briefly for more

4 g fruits. On the way to the farm,
! poor Joseph had his car broken
down so we had to leave him

— . = ¥ behind. It almost felt like
Brentwood, California (May 23, 2011) 5 sacrificing one of our warriors.
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The next time I saw Joseph again was in the second trip — the Lake Elizabeth Picnic trip at
Fremont. It was good to see him safe and sound. This time, my e-mentor Cecilia and her
husband Paul picked me up at my place. I had never met Cecilia before I came to Berkeley. We
contacted through e-mail, and I was introduced to her through the Chung Chi e-mentorship
programme. The first time I met the couple was when they invited several CUHK students for a
Chinese dinner outing. It was great to see the cheerful couple who were sharing their joy of a
newly born baby granddaughter with us, and there was a tint of grandpa and grandma glow shown
on their faces. They even invited me to the baby girl’s 100" day celebration lunch!

We arrived at the picnic site at around 10:30am. Audrey and Sum were kind enough to
sponsor me for the event. Everyone was busy helping to set up the site, by putting tent together,
marinating meat, making pineapple and sausages sticks, setting up the fire, making sure the waters
were cold and soaked under ice, and so on. More students arrived later and they all were so excited
to meet new friends and eat good food. Some played Frisbee, some played soccer, some helped
with the cooking, some distributed congee and spaghetti, some fought for the ribs and chicken drum
sticks, and some sat under the shades to catch up with friends. After a good five hours of
relaxation and fun, the students went for paddling and kayaking at the lake where we had water fight
and got soaked. At the end of the day, I followed the alumni group for an Indian dinner where I
was presented with lamb brain. Yes, lamb BRAIN. We jokingly consulted Thomas the MD for
medical advice as to whether lamb brain was edible. ~After the dinner, I was brought back to home
and, when I looked at the mirror, it seemed I had officially changed ethnicity with such a hard sun
tan.

In an increasingly capitalistic world where people are becoming more and more
individualistic, it was a pleasant surprise to see unconditional love and welcome here in Berkeley.
It is unclear where I may be in ten, twenty or fifty year’s time, but I hope that one day I can
contribute to the big family that is the CUHK alumni association.

A oy
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Barbecue at Lake Elizabeth, Fremont, California (July 23, 2011)
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A: Are the women beautiful in the South?
R I L AR LN S 2

B: | Well, the stereotype Southern Belle is a young dainty white woman who acts and dresses
conservatively and lady like, speaks slowly in a Southern drawl, but who can be coquettish and
flirtatious. The classic image is a young woman who, meeting a young man she likes, casts her eyes
downward as if she is shy, but at the same time she will steal a glance at the young man and flutters
her eye lashes to send inviting and attractive signals.
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Reflection at the Vice Chancellor's Reception

Vo * Garcon

r\ At the reception for the Vice-Chancellor of The Chinese University of
e’ Hong Kong on Sunday, September 11, 2011, our MC Thomas Fung was snowed
with friendly reminders and advices durlng the cocktail hour. Overheard were

PEHNABEER some of the followings:

"The V-C is a very religious person. And the American etiquette is for the host to 'say grace'
before dinner. Are we going to do that?" "Etiquette also says that if a person present is a high
official such as a Governor, or of high religious position such as a Bishop, the host may ask him to
do the honor." "To day is the 10th anniversary of '9-11', is there any way to show our
remembrance?" "Wait. There are Buddhists, Muslims, and Taoists among us besides Christians. Also,
there was a large number of Atheists. We can not slight anyone." Our MC kept responding "Yes."
"Yes." and "Yes, I'll see to it." Later, our President mentioned "9-11" in his speech. Before dinner
was served, our MC asked for a moment of silence and delivered the following in Chinese, which
roughly translated as follows:

"Let's have a moment of silence. We'll have a 'Pre-dinner Reflection'. --- With great joy
and gratitude, we welcome our Vice-Chancellor and his delegation having had a safe
journey, the good news about the development and future of our Alma Mater. We are also
grateful for our health and the food we are about to partake. We are as grateful that the
conflict of nations is going to see its conclusion. The road to return is not closed. The
chance of making amends still exists. May there be love and filial piety, good harvest, and
peace on earth. So be it ever thus."

It was accorded with thundering applause from even the atheists. Thus, a non-political,
non-religious, and non-denominational Reflect was delivered.
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FROM:
OAA -CUHK

129 Alta Drive
Petaluma, CA 94954

Tel:: (707) — 769 - 1234
Web:: http://www.0aa-cuhk.org
Email: OAA.CUHK@gmail.com
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