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Year of the Snake Spring Banquet - A Great Time for All

Thomas Y. Fung

On March 2, 2013, we held our Spring
Banquet jointly with The Hong Kong
Polytechnic University Association (Northern
California) at the East Ocean Restaurant,
Alameda, California. Thanks to Roland Hui for
his arrangement.

It was well attended. Our VIP room was
filled to capacity.

Thanks to Linda Yau, Karin Chan,
Audrey Huey, and Annie Ko who were there
taking care of the sign-in, and selling of raffle
tickets.

The co-sponsor also sent their
representative to help signing in the alumni/
former staff from PolyU. Fourteen exchange
students showed up, socializing and mingling
before the event began. They also helped with
the setting up. Things moved on smoothly.

After singing of Alma Mater (we only
had three colleges represented, as Don Yuan
and Priscilla, alumni of Shaw College, were
busy experiencing being new parents and could
not come), President Joseph Chow welcomed
and introduced those who came to our annual
event for the first time. Besides the students,
alumni who came for the first time included
Karin Chu, Wayne Chan, Huen Fook Fai, and
Reverend Karl Fung.

Meanwhile, a silent auction by PolyU
and the event raffle ticket selling went on.
Dinner was served according to schedule.
President Chow donated red and white wines
for the whole banquet. And, through Roland
Hui, the restaurant waived the corkage.

There were games presented by PolyUA
and OAA-CUHK with prizes for the winners.
They were Chinese New Year horizontal tablet
by PolyUA and Chinese Slang (proverb) by
us. It turned out that the students were the ones
who got most of the right answers. Smart

AT SORERNBIMT R G (L)

(G RE:N) 2013 FFE (2013 4 4 H 1 HiHAR)

people! They are going to go places.

Items for the auction included one
designed by Vivienne Tam, fashion designer of
the "China Chic" fame, a PolyU alumna no
less. It brought a keen bidding.

For after dinner entertainment, we had
Second Lady, Mao Li (Mrs. Frank Cheung),
LRSM, to grace us with an Erhu solo. Also
young Bay Area concert pianist, Edgar Woo,
son of Sum and Audrey, played a Piano Sonata
by Beethoven. And Amien Lau's International
Quartet with his friends, including American
Guitar, Keyboard, Erhu, and Chinese Di-Zi and
Xiao, together with audience sing along led by
May Lee, Helen and George Leung, Corinne
Mok , Linda Yau and Paul Lee, were well
received. Raffle brought prizes to majority,
although some are more 'majority’ than others
in winning the most prizes.

After a thank you note by President Chow,
we took group pictures. Because of the good
turn out, some people had to stand on chairs in
the back row. And they were invited to take
off their shoes before standing on the chairs (by
the proprietor), a minor hiccup though not a
major displeasure.

We were happy for May Lee's safe
recovery of her valuable items containing cash
and sentimental gifts. She was deeply
distraught that night.

Postscript:

1) One alumnus complained of the location.

2) Two said the event was the "best since".

3) Some wondered about the tardiness of more
than half of the attendees some of whom went
to the ‘wrong' East Ocean in another city. And
the others were ~ one hour late.

Nonetheless, all in all, we had a good
time.
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