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David Wong, Chair, Concert Working Group

This was another successful concert
organized by our OAACUHK(N. Cal.) following
the first one in October 2013 in commemoration
of CUHK’s 50" Anniversary and several
subsequent mini-concerts. The main purposes of
organizing these events are to promote greater
interest in a variety of Chinese and Western vocal
and instrumental music among our alumni,
spouses, students and friends, and to share the joy
and beauty of such music with other members of
the public. Such “art and culture” activities also
help to enrich our lives in the Bay Area and foster
consolidated team work among us. Our present
goal is to have grand and mini concerts in alternate
years in making the best use of our resources.

This year’s concert was held on October
17, 2015 at the Berkeley Chinese Community
Church (BCCC), and was attended by a record
168 persons including alumni and friends from
Sacramento. The church sanctuary was almost
full-house. As in the past, admission was free
with e-tickets (promulgated for the first time) and
will-call ticket requests. The Program lasted for
two full hours (2:30 — 4:30pm) and included a
wide repertoire of Chinese and Western
choral/vocal and instrumental music including the
CUHK Student Union Song, religious songs,
selections from movies and musical, Chinese folk
and art songs/instrumental music, popular songs
from Hong Kong, Taiwan and China, classical
music for piano solos, a rumba dance, and more.
These items were performed by our choir, small
groups, a “fusion” band/ensemble and various
soloists including some guest performers (please
refer to the Program Pamphlet for the concert).
The band led by our alumnus Amien Lau already

BB SORERI Mg (L)

has a good combination of various instruments
and regular players, including keyboard, guitars,
er-hu, gu-zeng and others apart from some good
singers; and this year they again put forth a high-
quality performance which was well received by
the audience. Together, we had brought music to
new horizons and higher qualities. Needless to say,
organizing such a large-scale concert requires
considerable amounts of input from our
Association including manpower, financial and
other resources as well as the efforts by our
performers in terms of their time, practices and
commuting. The Concert Working Group (CWG)
started the initial planning and some song
practices for this concert almost a year ago,
including looking for possible suitable concert
and rehearsal venues, program items (choir and
small-group songs, instrumental pieces for
soloists and ensemble, among others) and
performers. It was a huge task, though we had
learnt and gained some experience from our 2013
concert and other mini-concerts. In particular, our
alumni and guest performers were located miles
apart in the Bay Area, hence finding a mutually
convenient practice venue especially for the choir
and small groups wasn’t easy. Many of our
singers were not professionally trained and
experienced in vocal music, so selecting and
arranging (simplifying) suitable and manageable
songs became a challenge apart from having only
a small choir size. We also had a limited budget
including venue rental, purchase of sound
equipment, preparing flyers and pamphlets, and
other expenses. And not to mention the “human
factor” as different members might have different
views and ways of doing things. But thanks to the
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wisdom, experience, coordination, mutual
understanding, perseverance, efficiency and
arduous efforts of all CWG members and helpers
manifesting their good team-work spirits (some
actually working well past midnights nearer the
concert date, particularly on the design and editing
of the Program Pamphlet and PowerPoint slides),
the ensuing issues and tasks including good
publicity for the event had subsequently been
overcome and done without much difficulty —
turning problems into opportunities. Moreover,
Amien’s band had been practicing regularly and
independently at his home, while Cecilia/Paul and
Marisa/Vem had kindly opened up their homes for
our choir and small-group practices for many
months. The BCCC charged us reasonable rent
and had been very accommodating in meeting our
needs and providing us with such a good and
convenient place. All performers were also in
good health and were well-prepared for their
performance items which were well synchronized
and controlled on the spot by our Floor and Stage
Managers. So, for these and other reasons, | am
most grateful and thankful to everyone who has
participated — there are just so many people to
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thank for, including those respon5|ble for
equipment set-up, reception, lunch and snack
purchase/preparation and carpooling! It appeared
everything had been well “orchestrated”.

Looking and planning ahead, it is hoped
that this “concert legacy” viz. grand and mini
concerts can continue in future years, again
demonstrating our “CUHK people” spirits and
cooperation notwithstanding the substantial
efforts incurred. In particular, I’d wish to appeal
to more alumni, spouses and friends to sign up for
practices and performance of various songs and/or
instruments — including their children or even
grandchildren and also students, so as to enable
real “inter-generational” music-sharing and
concert performances. We’ll also need to recruit
more choir singers as a larger group will sound
more harmoniously and grandly. | do believe that
there are many more potential alumni singers and
players “hiding” in the Bay Area.

Are you willing to come out and share
your interest and passion with us? Do not worry
about your music and sight-singing skills — we are
all learning together!
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Fremont, CA 94539
( Tel. 510-226-6886)

Web:: http://www. oaacuhk-nc.org
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