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MENTOR GROUP LUNCHEON WITH CUHK STUDENTS

David Wong

[2018 £ 2 A 10 HE2Hi7;<] Mentor
Group has been organizing informal
luncheon gatherings  with CUHK
undergraduate exchange students studying
at UC Berkeley (UCB) and other UC
campuses in N. California once or twice
each semester. The main purpose is to
enable more dialogue between mentors and
students on their views and experiences on
living and studying in Berkeley/ SF Bay
Area, and some socio-economic, cultural
and other related aspects in the US in
general — in particular to hear the students’
views/ issues and provide some advice as
appropriate, with a view to helping them to
adapt to the environs and life here.  For
this Spring Semester, the first luncheon was
held on Saturday, February 10 from 12 to 2
pm at Paul and Cecilia’s home in Albany.
Another gathering may be held at the end of
the semester in May.

The February 10 gathering was
attended by 3 mentors (Paul, Cecilia and
David), 6 CUHK exchange students (Alex
Liu, Vincent Lee, Emily Liu, Eva Zhu,
Cecilia Wu and Delia Zhou), and 2 CUHK
graduates (former exchange students) now
studying their PhD degrees at UCB (Alex
Tang and Nicole Luk). We had a fruitful
and useful discussion, and were very
grateful to have these 2 PhD students
sharing

BRAPXASEBARK S (JLIM)

(g8BH)

Berkeley with the other students.

Among the various aspects discussed
were:

eliving in UCB dorms and apartments in
Berkeley,
ebuying groceries and other goods, and

transportation in town (BART,
buses, etc.),
esome interesting aspects of the

students’ program studies,
esome cultural observations/aspects, and
erecreational activities during spare
times.

Students were also encouraged to
participate in our OAA major activities such
as the upcoming Spring Banquet on March
11 and other Small Group activities led by
mentors (refer to our website for details)
where they can meet more alumni, friends
and students; and to contact any mentor or
OAA Board member for further questions
and advice. Nicole also offers to be a
mentor and lead a new Small Group to an
indoor rock climbing activity.

We were also most thankful to
hostess Cecilia Lee for preparing the
delicious and healthy lunch dishes, and to
Amien Lau’s mom for the nice Chinese
New Year desserts/cakes.
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The Fun Being in Oakland

Karen Cheung

“ERFHF LAEK 43 EET R B AR
47 4% 3= | I heard this saying from a retired guy
met in a gathering. The second phrase really
describes how | feel about the city of Oakland in
the East Bay.

(Picture above: Lake Merritt, Oakland — Photo
by David Yeung)

Oakland has a notorious reputation for
crimes and poverty. Many people try to stay
away from it especially if you have to raise a
family there. I come to see Oakland from a
different perspective. The beauty of the city
outshines the negative stereotypes.

Location, location, location! The city of
Oakland covers a vast area. It has Berkeley,
Piedmont and Alameda as it neighboring cities.
The financial district of San Francisco is a Bay
Bridge away from Oakland downtown. The Jack
London Square area has been recently referred to
as the Brooklyn on the West Coast among
overseas Vvisitors. You can see the waters of the
Bay and the enchanting nightlights of San
Francisco across the Bay from Jack London
Square. There is a ferry service for commute to
the Ferry Building in the Embarcadero of San
Francisco too. Lake Merritt is the lake right in
downtown Oakland surrounded by high-rise
buildings. You see people jogging, walking dogs
and biking all round the clock there. The
community college, Laney College, is at the
corner of Lake Merritt. | also have to say that
Oakland has the Oakland airport for domestic
and international flights. The container port of
Oakland is nearby with the Amtrak trains
serving businesses sectors.

For sports & entertainment events, there is
the Oakland Coliseum where the NBA Golden
State Warriors and the MBA Oakland Athletics
play. One can easily get to Oakland as it is
served by BART- Lake Merritt station, 12th
Street City Centre station and 19th Street station

BRAPXASEBARK S (JLIM)

(88EH)

are in either uptown or downtown areas.
Oakland has a mild climate, neither too cold like
San Francisco nor too hot like the inland of
Concord or Livermore. Plants grow well
abundantly even in a plastic bucket.

One thing | must talk about in Oakland is
the Chinatown. There are the old style markets,
grocery stores & small restaurants that serve
local communities, not tourists. Many of them
are facing the challenge of shrinking business
volume. We may say why bother to drive all the
way out there if we have well organized Asian
supermarkets in our suburbs that sell most of
what we need. | do agree that it is better parking,
easier shopping in the convenience of the
suburbs. However, once those businesses are
replaced or displaced, we won’t have a
Chinatown anymore. Once | attended a talk by
Gerry Brown while he took office as California
governor. He talked about his vision & mission
for California. He casually mentioned he was the
mayor of Oakland before and what the city has
to offer. That triggered me to come to look at the
bare bone of the city. (Picture below: Oakland
Downtown - Photo from Google image)

All the above are the hardware of Oakland.
All these are good enough to relate Oakland to
Hong Kong. They share the similar vibes —
actions, hustles and bustles. There are the
HAVES - in the Oakland Hills area and the
HAVE NOTS- the homeless encampments by
the freeways. This city has performances by
different kinds of musicians and artists. Just
focusing on the crime rate and the demographics
is not doing justice to this city.

America is a melting pot — a place to
embrace all. The VERY fun of being in Oakland
is you see diversity.
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FROM:

OAA -CUHK

943 Corporate Way

Fremont, CA 94539

(Tel. 510-226-6886)

Web:: http://www. oaacuhk-nc.org
Email: oaacuhk.nc@gmail.com
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