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One day fruit picking tour for summer students in May 2018

George Leung

On May 27, 2018, the Mentor Group .,
organized a one-day tour for CU summer :
students, to pick cherries in Brentwood and N AN o
to visit Black Diamond Mine in Antioch. == % 2
There were a total of 23 people, including
students, alumni and mentors who helped
out in carpooling participants. Our first stop
was Brentwood, and we could see all cherry

w " e .
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farms crowded with people on holiday, the Memorial weekend. People were
busily picking fruits, standing or by means of ladders. Students were happy to
have the opportunity of tasting fresh cherries from the trees for the first time.
They especially liked the very sweet “Ice Cherries”!

Then, we went to Black Diamond Hill Mine located in a state park. Before
visiting the Mine, we had a picnic for lunch together inside the park. Mentors
Paul and Cecilia Lee had prepared delicious sandwiches, and Audrey and
Sum Woo served us with chocolate. We enjoyed eating and chatting, in an
environment of breeze and beautiful landscape. After lunch, students and
mentors joined the guided tour, being reserved in advance, and toured the
famous Black Diamond Mine. All of them were excited at the exploration, and
satisfied with the wonderful day!

A Memorable Journey on Jun 8th

Danni Li, Eric Ho, Kevin Ho, Leo Ma

A sunny Friday!

We met David Wong at Daly City BART
Station as appointed. He warmly welcomed ES&
us and gave us a brief intro for the whole day
journey at first! Can’t wait to start the trip!

The first stop was Devil’s Slide Trail. We
were all excited to have an overview for the
specular Pacific Ocean and feel the strong
wind, although David told us it seemed to be
the gentlest weather here due to his
experience. We spent around 1.5 hours there,
just wandering along the trail, watching the
Pacific landscape and chatting. Despite the
huge age gap between David and us, we
talked happily, from weather, history and
geography to the society and life.

Afterwards we went to the Pillar Point
Harbor in which there were a host of boats for =
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commercial purpose. Since we visited there ' T i ¥
at weekday, it's not crowded, and we are ,,..5.
glad to enjoy the comfortable breeze and
scrumptious sea view.

We also stopped to have a look at the
Crystal Springs Reservoir when we passed &
by the highway!

In the afternoon, we visited a central |
park in Foster City in which there are -
stunning views and environment. We are fascinated by the plantations as weII
as the man-made lake with pale green water there. It’s ecstatic!

We went to a Chinese restaurant for lunch and ordered fried rice and
noodles. The food there was great!

Later, we made our way to Twin Peaks in San Francisco. The weather
there was so cold and windy! It was disappointing as the mist blocked the view
of the Bay Area. It seems we were unlucky that day.

This small group activity held by Mr. David Wong is really memorable and
full of amazement. Mr. Wong took us to many different sites on this day, which
let me experience a totally different side of San Francisco. The sceneries at
the coast were so fascinating and the 100% man-made city was just like
Utopia. Most importantly, Mr. David shared his experience and profession in
urban planning and connected this trip with it. He told us many things about the
geography and the history of Bay Area, and analysed how people built it. It is
hard to imagine how much effort it took to construct the city we are now in.
After this trip, we gained a deeper understanding and knowledge of this land.
This trip is definitely worth it. Thanks to Mr. Wong’s nice arrangement.
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ANOTHER WARM GET-TOGETHER FOR
MUSIC SHARING & SINGING ON 6.24.2018!
David Wong

Instead of organizing alternate grand and mini-concerts annually since
2012, our OAA Concert Group has started something new this year — a series
of more informal Mini-Music Workshops on various musical subjects held at
about three-month intervals for our alumni, spouses and friends for music
appreciation, sharing, learning and singing together. So far we’ve had two
such workshops each with handouts for participants: #1 on Folk Music and
Sing-along led by Amien Lau at his home in Daly City on 3.25 (see last issue’s
Newsletter in April 2018), and #2 on Piano Music with Sing-along led by me at
my home in San Bruno just held on 6.24. Both were well attended and
received: all attendees had a good time of warm fellowship and sharing of
wonderful music.

The 2nd Workshop was mainly focused on piano music of various music
periods from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic and Modern periods, with brief
narratives on: the evolution, characteristics and uses of the piano and other
electronic keyboard instruments, the societal context of the aforesaid music
periods and their music characteristics, introducing various piano music
composers including Bach, Handel, Mozart, Chopin, Liszt, Schumann,
Schubert and others, with samples of their music played live on the piano and
on CDs, list of suggested good piano music of various composers for
listening/relaxation, and sing-along of selected short art songs and songs from
musicals with piano accompaniment.

Members fully enjoyed both Workshops which were considered most
educational, relaxing and warm, apart from being good social gathering
occasions per se, and with lots of good snacks including cakes, fruits and
desserts! Special thanks should be given to all who have prepared such foods
for sharing, including Cindy, her sister Winnie, and other participants. They
hoped that more such workshops can be
held in future. e

The next Workshop (#3) will be focused
on pronunciation and resonance of English
songs led by Cecilia Lee at her home (711
Santa Fe Ave., Albany, CA 94706) on
Saturday Oct. 6 from 3 to 5 pm. Stay tuned
for details to be announced shortly, and sign
up early!
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