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In tribute to Amien Lau

Thomas Birt

On occasion in life we truly remember the first-time meeting someone and Amien Lau is one of these
persons and as Lincoln commented at his father’s memorial, “Amien lived his life on his terms and was a
good man to many.”

That first meeting and recollection of Amien was at his home on a Sunday afternoon almost 2 years ago
now when he put on an informative talk and singalong about folk music for the OAACUHK-NC alumni.
No doubt a man who had found and followed his love of music and teaching throughout his life and who
was so comfortable and qualified to share his passion with us all that pleasant afternoon.

And as time passed, we received news last year that Amien had been admitted to the hospital, so we decided
to pay him a visit on a Sunday afternoon. Un beknown to us we had no understanding of the serious
condition that he was in at the time as we entered ICU to see Amien connected to a mirid of tubes, wires
and monitoring devices. As we said hello not knowing if he was awake his eyes popped open and he was
so happy to see and receive us. And in the few minutes we were with him we learned very quickly this was
a man focused on his future and looking forward to his healing and getting back home with his family and
friends... We had very uplifting chats with Amien that day and learned more of his life and his interests in
music and teaching and no doubt it was clear he was a man of Faith and trusted in God’s plan for him as he
was still making plans for his ongoing life here on earth. And in a follow up visit to see Amien during his
rehab after his hospital stay once again, we were met by a man full of hope and optimism of his ongoing
life and happiness in our visit.

And as Amien is well-known for his thoughtfulness he extended to me when knowing Bernadette was away
last December an invitation to join him and his family and friends to celebrate the winter solstice at his
home with dumplings, good conversation and friendship.

And in closing we have such a good memory of the last time we saw Amien this past summer when several
OAACUHK-NC Alumni visited our home to talk about the then upcoming China trip. | have a fond
remembrance of Amien with his turquoise necktie and beautifully coordinated shirt and vest sitting at our
table admiring the view and enjoying his many friends with his Mum at his side. That day he and I spoke
of his return visit to our home for some guitar lessons and a jam session which reminds us all of the
preciousness of life and there is only today and no guarantees of tomorrow.

Rest in peace Amien Lau... until we meet again...
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Lunch get-together on 2019 Aug 21

Our good colleague, teacher and mentor
Lisa Shek

On November 19, 2019, we bid farewell to Amien Lau.

For twenty plus years, Amien dedicated his passion, hard work, and talent to the schools and families of
the San Francisco Unified School District. His contributions in Chinese language and cultural studies were
beyond measure. As a Chinese bilingual elementary and middle school teacher, he set a standard for his
peers. He also served as a resource teacher at the Multilingual Department where he developed curriculum
materials for instructional use and presented training workshops for teachers in the Chinese bilingual and
immersion programs.
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Amien was recognized by the school community as an educator who inspired in his students and colleagues
an understanding and appreciation for the Chinese language and culture. For a number of summers, he
organized teacher groups to study the Chinese language in Beijing, China. He also promoted Chinese
language learning to both Chinese and non-Chinese students in the San Francisco Bay Area through his
active involvement in the long-standing annual Bridge Cup Chinese Poetry Recital Contest.

Despite his wealth of knowledge and experiences, Amien was a humble man. He was always respectful of
everyone and his students were no exception. He said in his teacher training presentations, “When teachers
teach, they also learn and grow with their students.” He modeled the way for those around him.

Amien’s expertise in Chinese language and cultural studies was invaluable and his passing is a tremendous
loss to the educational and Chinese community. As a friend and colleague, he will be missed on many
levels.

** Lisa Shek bibliography

A retired School Principal of Treasure Island K-8 School and the Edward and Anita Lee Newcomer School, part of the San
Francisco Unified School District. A Pioneer of Chinese Bilingual teaching and an advocate for bilingual education. After
retirement, Ms Shek has been active in volunteer service and she hosts a radio program on family and schools in the Bay Area
Metro Radio 1400AM and serves on the Pastoral Council of St. Cecilia’s Church.
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In Memory of Amien

23" Psalm

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my
cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and | will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.

Good Bye, our good friend, Amien. ..
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