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My Spain and Portugal trip highlights
David Wong

Due to the prolonged COVID-19 global pandemic since
early 2020, we have been staying at home for almost a
year now and not able to take vacations, especially those
involving flying as it is still not a safe mode of travel.
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Though home bound, we can still enjoy many scenic
journeys worldwide from DVDs and media links and are
able to share the highlights of our past trips among
friends and relatives at these festive times. One of the
most memorable trip is the tour to Spain and Portugal
taken with my wife in June 2019.

Spain

Sulomonca Segovia !

B Av.la%l
Toledo MOd id

Spain and Portugal had been on our ‘touring list” for a
long time and since it was our first visit there, we really
looked forward to a 15-day small group tour (16 people).
The group size was comfortable when compared to the
hustle and bustle of a large group packed in one coach
bus. However, one adverse effect of travelling in a small
group is that we needed to be more vigilant and aware of
the infamous pick-pocketing activities at tourist
locations throughout Spain and Portugal.

La Sagréaa Familia church in Barcelona

Though an integral part of Europe, Spain and Portugal
are geographically located on the Iberian Peninsula at the
southwestern part of Europe, segregated from France by

the Pyrenees Mountains. Although their GDP
(productivity and per capita incomes) are less than that
of other European countries, their traditional industries
such as leather goods, wineries and tourism are still
thriving. Both countries have world-class transportation
and infrastructure systems, with airports, highways,
bridges, railways and metro mass transit systems
equaling the rest of Europe. Because of this we learned
from our tour guide that the land and cruise tours along
the warm and sunny Spanish coasts of the western
Mediterranean (Costa del Sol near Gibraltar and Granada)
are very popular and in high demand.

Spain and Portugal, once ruled by the Roman Empire
and later the Moors, are two of the oldest countries in
Europe. Hence, they have inherited historically rich and

unique cultures as reflected in their architecture (the
Spanish castles—Alcazar in Segovia’s, cathedrals,
basilicas, monasteries and missions), music, arts,
bullfights, even merchant and battle ships especially of
Portugal (a seafaring nation). Many of these artifacts
(potteries, costumes and dance such as the famous
Flamenco) are exhibited and represented in notable
museums attracting millions of visitors worldwide each
year.

Toledo old town built on a hill and flanked by a river

In considering their language and dialects, we could hear
the genuine Spanish accents which are not quite the same
as those spoken here in California and Latin America.
Also, many famous Spanish street names we see in the
SF Bay Area and Greater Los Angeles did originate in
Spain and not to mention about the world-famous
Spanish cuisine like piaja, a mixed seafood simmered
rice dish, along with fish, tortillas, bakery goods and
snacks called tapas which we enjoyed.

The extensive Plaza de Espana (Spanish Plaza/Square) in Seville

Our tour mainly covered the central and coastal regions
of Spain and Portugal. Starting out in Madrid, the
Spanish capital, we visited Toledo, Segovia, Avila and
Salamanca in Spain. In Portugal we spent time in Fatima,
Lisbon, Sintra, Algarve, Sagres, Cape St. Vincent (the
most southwesterly point of Europe facing the Atlantic
Ocean) and then back to Spain for Seville, Cordoba,
Granada, Alicante, Valencia and finally Barcelona and
the nearby Montserrat Mountains. Each destination we
visited was unique in history, architecture, culture and
scenery which my wife and | have many sweet and
unforgettable memories that we highly recommend both
countries for the first-time travelers to this part of the

world.
AACTAAAY A A
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